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UM STUDENT GROUP
FORMS DRAFT COUNSELING
CENTER ON CAMPUS

MISSOULA--Central Board of the Associated Students of the University of Montana has approved the
establishment and funding of a Selective Service Information Center (SSIC) at a board meeting
Wednesday night.

The proposal passed by a vote of 12 to 1, with the only dissenting vote

coming from Junior Delegate Dave Gorton of Billings.
The purpose of the Center will be to make available to University male students as much
information as possible about the Selective Service Act and how it will affect them during
their college years.

It will be the policy of the Information Center to maintain a cordial

liaison with the State Board of the Selective Service System.
A salaried coordinator and volunteer student staff will maintain SSIC's offices six
days a week in the Student Activities Area of the University Center.

In addition, at

least one SSIC staff member will be on 24-hour call.
A referral board consisting of at least two doctors, two members of the clergy,
and two lawyers will make a recommendation for the position of coordinator, prior to
coordinator approval by Central Board.

Central Board also has the power to dismiss the

coordinator if necessary.
Concerning a debate about SSIC activities during Wednesday's meeting, Joe Mazurek,
ASUM president from Helena,said, "The point stressed throughout the debate was that the
purpose of the Center is to inform

young men of all the possible steps they may take in

order to fulfill their individual draft commitments."
Ihe choices are numerous, including ROTC programs on campus, officers' candidate schools,
regular student deferments (II-S), medical deferments as well as those for the
conscientious objector.

The Center will be prepared to advise students on all possible

courses of action.
more
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said, "There is a constant problem of keeping student government relevant

to the student's real needs.
toward lessening that problem.

I think the establishment of this service is a giant step
There is, indeed, a real need for this type of center."

When asked whether or not the Information Center would cause unfavorable publicity
thereby
Keith Strong,
and/harm the 19-year-old voting campaign,/a UM student from St. Ignatius, the state
chairman of that campaign, said he felt the effect would be

slight,

if at all.

ASUM public relations commissioner Mark Staples, Butte, said the Center might instead
benefit the campaign and the image of the University by demonstrating that "rather than
shirking a responsibility, we are trying to understand it."

###

